Thie Figiibia phodca Ty Joa Harmmeg
Brikeal Armstrong glues & notice to a downtown storm drain Friday in
Columbus.

Children push residents
to prevent storm-drain pollution

Resident  Tammy Apple
recelves an edugation and a
bottle of water from Nathan
Lewis and Teha Pleasant.

How you can help

= Prparly disposs of hazadous
vanstn ard recychs used motor ol

# Usa fortilzers, pesticides snd
hedbicigas sparingly and loliow tha
manulediuners nstrucions

» Konp yard wasks, trash and dirl
aff the straet and ouf of ihe guiters

= Oisan up aMer your pais.

o Wesh your car at & car wash

By Nick Wemer
nwarmer @ tharepublic. com

Dressed in yelbow T-shirts and armed with
pamphlets, 15 environmentally consclous kids
{leoded dewntown Cohonbus Friday th tesch the
elty aboul 2iprm-drain poliution.

That problem happens when molor oil, soags,
antifreese, litter and nther waste |s washed from
ihe pavesrent during rains and floss ontreated
into strenms, lowerlng exygen levels and lditing
wildlife,

The piltugion is o misunderstood problem
because many people incorrectly assume runlf
from streets and parking lots passes throagh
treatment pinnts. :

The voung sctivists, with the approval of city
government, put “Flows to waterways” stickers on
48 druins downlowi (o ralse pwareness abeut the
lasoe.

Bryee Berringer, o S-pear-ald with silver glass-
s and 4 bland buze cut, said te project made
him kearn he can mabe & difference in his eom-
Ty

“People should stop nnd think before they start
to fitter,” he sabd. “It all washes down the drain.”

The stickers, green and blue and about 4 neh-
es In diameter, mark more than 4 drains along
Washinglon Streets wod downlown,

Applying the markers during noon, a high traf-

fachity or park y
beatoira wou wash it

nation of & Water Quality
Wik workshop organleed by
Clifty Cresk Walsrshed Pro
kidscammans and Foun-
for Youth,

@ 1 and 1-yearalds

tonal speaker and salety
supervisor

“This wis an opporfunity
o talk abowl o curTent isswe
that's facing Columbus and

&ar in tha grass

Bartholomew County,” she
snld. *We wanl these kide (o
b active participants.”

Liza Bales of the Depart-
ment of Natiral Resairees
Division al Sekl Conservation
wrl @ cameraman from
WFYI Productions tagged
alang to flm an edueationm]
video [0 be used statew

Bales said the event
the county mest bl
tion and outreach require
mants under new
Environmental Profection
Agenvy storm water rules

The kids, in two teams,
g fiyers on dosrknobs and
under car winedskield whpees

They also ..__.‘_w_r.._.._ pedesiri-
uns to pass out free botiled

[T

fie time in o high visility mrea, was the culmi-

water and more Nyvers
Every {ive minutes or s
the group moved to & new
siorm draln, cleaned it wil
wire brush and applied &
sticker,
‘The stickers are su
o he nearly :.__._uu,pﬂﬁm__m.ﬁ
amd impossible to remow,
Trybula said

was sampling Clifty Creek
whare they ramoed five
fires.

“We're irying to save th
waler, and il we don’l save
the water we could by desa
right now." she said,




